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. Federal Burean of Investigation . ..
Wnited States Bz#artmén# of Justice .
Washington, B.C. o

BMS:JCR February 24, 1939

MEMORANDUM_FOR MR. TOLSON . «: .

There is attached hereto en alleged authentic

likeness in the form of & drewing of Jesse James,’ togethef B

with an article which appeared in the March, 1939 issue.
of the National Police Gazette, which is the first of a
series of srticle which deel with this notorious character.

. This article relates that Hollywood producers,
directors and would-be historians should bow their heads "
in shame at the production of
James".

It is noted that & mimeographed copy of the
entire originel article can be obtained from the editor
of the National Police Gazette for the amount of 25¢.
This complete erticle will be secured from the Police .
Gazette for inclusion in the Bureau Library at once, =~ ' -

»

| I%gmc;ms .

-

‘the current picture "Jesse = -

4 ¥r. Totson

.......................

U. 5. DEPARTMENT OF Juf

225777,

f;ogﬂu BUREAY of INVESTIGATION




Mr. ’!‘ollon...........
Mr. Natban’.. ..’
Mr. E. A.Tmm.....
Mr. Clegg.: ._L. oy
Mr. Coffey ... i
i~
Mr
Mr

!ﬂeheral &uteau of Enuesttgatttm

BMS:JC ﬁmteh States Etpartment nf ﬂustttg;'::'_ S |
m“ﬁhmgtan,a.@_ : SRR

» ' . Foxworth ...

May 5, 1939 S b

. Herbo ..ceeveeeis

Mr

: Mr
o ‘ Mr. Lester ...cooom | |
Sy /N 0 FMr Memdire........ |
n R Mr. . S :

'Reference is made to the writer's memorandum of . o P —
February 24, 1939, regarding the obtaining of photostatic copies ~
of the original article on the "Life and Death of Jess ames,® ?

. o
3 Egm.......s....., b
oy

MFMORANDUM FOR MR, POLSON .=

vhich appeared in théfNational Police Gazette on May 13, 1882,

Copies have been obtained, and ome copy is attached - E
hereto enclosed in a Library binder together with the story of W .
Jesse James as 1t has appeared thus far in instellment form'in .\ o™

the Police Gazette during March, April and May, 1939. The other
[opy is attached hereto for the Director, l }'\l‘

Respectfiilly,

(0 eohoe,,

L. B. Nichols

95 ﬂeboT A::j:a YV‘D ,
Y i A&&Q*ﬁ’? /3
! FEDERAL 'BUREAU OF NvesTigaTion | |
K  MAY .8 1939 .-
S | s, DEPARTMENT OF




Hon, VJ. Edgaf Hooirer, | - R ,i‘ R i
Federal Bureau of Investigation, . .
Wlashington, D. C o S\

Dear Sir:- - -
1s the old time J essieO ames still alive?  This week there

wes here in this.glace o msn WhO Glaimed to be the original Jessie

Jemes. He exhibited himself at a picture show heres . |

I talked with him at e hotel here for over en hous, an% he

talked very convincmgli that he was the original Jessie James Ol .
cotlaw fame. He is an old man of 90 odd years old, and he talked like

he was telling honest facts within his_experience, f
RECORDED & INDEX

I never did dream that I would ever see JessierskaNeEme s 07 wersiis

1 know that you are in touch with all such, aL:xd 1 woygd ye 1940
glzd to hear from you sbout this, end thanking yolle. > .

u?d
Lo =
LR
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Septe;aber 14, 1940, and to cdi;tae m‘g vht.!c I on
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Harch 16, 1949

: el Iour Ictt’cr of lbrch 10.‘-'1949
In rnponae ‘0 your ftnquiry, @ Bacyclopacdio ‘Britanniog =
_indicates that Jesse Foodson _the notorfous Amertcau i

.-outlaw, was born on Septeuber 5, 1847 in Clay County, :
, Missouri. He became the leadcr of tlu fJanes -dand"” of bank::
" and train robbera in 1867, and os the result of @ $£10,000 ::
rewvard offered by Governor Crittenden of Wisgourt for his

. -oapture dead or alive, two members of his own bond fturned.
tmttora ond shot and tnatontly xilled Mn $n hisg hoxu at:

FEDERAL BUSEAIS OF INYESTIGATION
U. §. DEPARTMERT QF JUSTICE
i




Co'u-ﬂ:Deades
_To Be Ashamed

. UNION, Mo.. March 10 (AP).
A Missouri circuit Judge today
dismissed J. Prank-Dalton's re.
que ‘to be known as .Lesu-Wood-
B0 ames—the notorlous outla.wr
of ’Io years ago. .-

" In ending a oneday hearing
Judge Ransom A: Breuer gave 8
crowded courtroom a brief oral
sermon in home state pride. He
said for 25 years in the last cen-
tury the James gang went unap.
prehended and Missourl had be-

come known 8s A place— = -
- “Where criminals run at la:ge
d g0 una.pprehended oo

dge’s Adviee R

He said if the 102 year-old Dal

n really is Jesse James let him
“retreat to his rendezvous and
ask his good God to forgive him.”

If Dalton is not James, Judge
Breuer added, he {5 “trying to
perpetrate a fraud.” - -

But, the 80.year-old judge said
"there {s nothing for thls court
to pass on here.”. ‘

-Judge Breuer noted tha.t Dal-{
ton's petition asked that his name
be “changed” to Jesse Woodsdbn
James. But, the judge pointed out:

-4 Dalton was James in the}
old days and hes never had his
name legally changed, -it’s im-
possible to change his name back
_to what he already had »

lmn.l Snpnort clsim

'l'he white-haired old m
feeble but ctantankerous, claim
in court he was the real Jesse
James. They brought him m nn
& stretcher. |

History records that James wa.s
killed by ‘& member of his owxﬂ
gang back in 1883. . -

Dalton asked the court to re-
store what he contends is his real}
pame-—Jesse . Woodson James. .

- He had several old-timers to.
back him up, and -one after an-
other testified that he was Jesse,
@ man they personally. knew back
when he led a band of bank and

train robbers. : »

Dalton broke ’his hip two mrs
ago. That's way he was nn s
stretcher. @ -

.- Jesse E. James of los Angeles.
who says he is the son df the out-.
_Jaw, opposed Dalton’s claim on
the grounds that i{ was not made’
“in good faith and was prompted
for the sole purpose .
; financial 8! |
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Configéntiel ' January 30, 1950 .

Mr, J, Edgar Hoover

Federal Bureau of Investigation ~ /7
Washington, D, C, _ ,j'h‘
Re: 'J, Frank Dalton ' é;—/w

Dear Mr, Hoover:

The enclosed petition was filed in
the circ court of Franklin County Missouri and
Jesse- Eﬁaai;es of Los Angles, son of the historical
Jesse, s reteined me to represent him in the case,

Your department issued & news release /l
about two years ago, as I,recell, in which you 4
steted thet Jesse Woodson—James hed, been found to 5&
be dead., Would you kindly advise me as to the besis

upon which your findings were made, If you have

gry photostetic copies of any information of value, /J)/’
I shell be grateful fo .your assistance. _ el

103

The Pinkg ton Detective Agency handled
the cese in 1882 end/T|would like to locate their :
files., Cean you- regﬂér any &assistance or give me any
suggestions? I should also like to have any historical’
date upon J, Frank Delton, the Oklshome outlaw,

nldb 1 | = :
Mrs, J E, J ,uk)‘-‘b : ". 4
irs esse am i/s//Q{JL/ 7{ x{é |
1':5-‘::5?\} 3I? - 'L,g " 1/ \f&f} i!f,

a3 AL INFORMATION g‘(;?lE'll’)AlNED & -
e "o HEREIN IS UNCLASS .
DATE )i BY Ave celply S
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’IR'EEEW&TEROFWMGEOF : . ‘3‘1!.9,1950
EAME OF J, PRARK DALIOX Case Ko, 1095 . 100 A.’.:i:gé

Circust Cler!

' m;on POR CHARGE OF FAME
Comes nov J, Frank Dalton and states to the Court that he de-
sires that his name de changed to JESSE WOODSON JNIES u.m for mund:
e 9f. this petition, states e folioring te 9

Uh.ia vire, lt Cmtorvino, novw Koamey, in tho County of cm, Btlﬁ; '

ehristonod e.t tho tiu or w 'hu-th

0f equsl importance with the adbove stated pux'pose is w

urgent desire to refute the claims in and to ®Y property cnd utato

vhich heretofore have been wmade by innumereble people who have 'x'ong

!huyhouﬁwuolm forth as my lavful heirs -- touotvho-cmn

a bcnd through the were accident of geographical mty to u

ENCY AelRE

&ay} énronmnou Sc!c}%mum 2-204£7/-/6
IN 1S UNCLAS |

TATE A | 186 BY WK %




et it

o "

during the eerliep yee;rs. By resming wy rimtml bame, I -nu bO
able to protect and to defeand Wy genuine dcscende.nts and
those persons who have mede capital
depri

to expose
of my disappearance and have
ved my kin of theip Just rights and Privileges,

Petitioner appreciates that bhis 1s not the ocea.ssion ror a

detalled pﬂesentation of facts in aupport and oorroboratinn

usertion that I au tho or:!gim;u 5;..;;,

Hrel e & 0% by “Q
: LS S

»

‘;;‘5?5

<

q"Char‘).u ’Bigelov, '!ho phyiisany z-eshbled me k3

-

formerly & Government Scout &nd intelligence
égent in the Union Army of General George Crook; Mr, Doiu.tt Travil, -

of Longview, Texes, related to the famed Captain Travia ’

defender cr
the Alamo; M2, Robept E, Lee, formerly associatea vith w1

1liam P,




("Burraio B111") Codg =~ &nd e host of others Vhose genuins snd

legendary exploits and careers &re nov & part of this mation's

Ere still living, knov me and heve visited ue since the

estallishment of wmy residence in the County of Frankltn, State of

Missouri, and &ddress me as Jesse Woodson Jemes,

Despite the fact that I realize full we

Ny Comnissisn expires Juﬁ v31. 1953,
(SRavL)
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Mr, J, Edgar Hoover
- Federal Bureau of Investigation

" Washington, D, C.

PERSONAL
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@gé‘?‘% ;
ased @ @%@%@rm,

o0 that, alnce th
- I908,;" @wa f@@g [ &) @@ﬁ TnatEte Hoht ,
_pomﬁrmemzm desse Foodson Jm.. gor

ormation, the has no dots avgil
iy FEE his no dats Bl

Yy
tnfomttm to whtah you might refer for the desired
data., It is awgested, hozaever, thct you may wish to
- oonsaly historioal




(Please reply to my home

address)
_ | i

Hono Je Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureao of Investigation

Washington, D.C.

’
£

Dear Mr. Hoover

Thank you yepy-meh for your fdne leti
lative tod N i
sentenced “to MissSouri State Pr
Neosho, Mo., I believe it was,

together witi

others. I Wwas hoping that I wWould be able t0 TN

Jds
Frank Dalton, who claims to be the esse James, with this
man. However, it c e as%was killed. Then T -
thought it might be but neither here or there -..
rizht now. , L

&)
I am greatly interested in the notatlon of Jesse James, alias J.
Franﬁggzlton. Is your record on the man now Iiving at Stantdﬁ%"
70, dnother Jesse James, alias J. Frank Dalton? , At is pos-
Sible there were two Jesse James'? The Jesse Woodson¥ames of
Quantrill and Civil War fame was killed at St. Josephin 1382,
and this.J. Frank Dalton at Stanton claims this was a frame-u
and that he is actually ‘the Jesse James born in 1847, sept. 5,
at Kearney, Clay County, Mo. I find that your letter stated the
Jesse James you refer to was born in Goliad, Texas. I anm sorry
I dld not write you on out letterhead at the time of my first in-
Quriry, as it would have prevented this delay. I have been a
Student of the James legend for many years, and am anxious to
learn who this J. Frank Dalton at Stanton, Mo. really is. I
certalnly ®¥ill appreciate it if you will allow me the benefits
of your records on Jesse James, alias J, Frank-Dalton, and also
a set of prints and a photo, -if at all possible. . - éﬂ

Belleve me, I appreciate your fine cooperation in thisAmatter.47ﬁ—%
Kindest regards. RECORDED - 14 ’

Vs LR e SN L
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e <ol - N
i i @@m@m@ tﬁ%é@ P Fb@m o Ao 26,9
L @ @n@l@ai@g & aopy of e Lingerrmints 6f Jesss Jamas - .
. with dldan; Jo Irank Meldon, who war born Sebenbsy 5, m&%\
dn Goldnd, Toonas, 4nd whese resddeass 8. Indisated as m@%@@
@kiahm@ These fingerprints were submitived

p@m, ‘@nd 8o

’-B ammm e gy i S W -..‘: SRS B8 Aot et “"’-\-'




San Be/qudino,Califdrnia o
- sWst 18Eh,1964 - .

The first question is:Was "Pretty soy"Flord killed back in 19347

Since I have heard to sides to this story about "Pretty Boy*
Flord,one was that he was kill by rBI's,the another that he

lived and died in 1960,which is the true way in which "Pretty
Boy“Flord died? : . :

The another question is:Was J.Frank valton,the man claiming to be
Jesse uvames in 1948,Jesse James: T have hear that the Lawton

- police reacted quickly to the story which came out -in May,1948. .
And that they sent his fingerprints and birth record to the O
Federal Bureau of Investigation in Washington.T would like to O

know what the Federal Bureau of Investigation found out about
this man,if it isn't too much to asked, :

I have had people tell me that the Federal Bureau of Investigatioc
don't give out that kind of information,but I told them that it

wouldn"t hunt to try to find out,those two questions.So this

is why I have wrote to you lr.Hoover.Hoping you can help in any L

way that you can.May God Bless and keep you always,

Yo

" “San Bernardino,Calif. bs

‘ Zip Code # 92408, BN
s 7/

o2 & - =

NOT RECORDED g

15 sep 1 tond - ¢

T Bttt Svtclrgy

. £/ ’
/ §/' A b ”é/ | e e
e .
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Jesse Voedse

MML&

August 27, 1964

bk
San Bernardiro, California 52408

ea NN J

Your letter of August 18th has been received.

Vith respect to your first questicn, on Cctober 22,

1654, "Pretty Boy" Floyd was located on a farm by Special Agents
of the FBI and ofiicers of the Fast Liverpool, Chio, Police
Department. Floyd elected to shoot it out and was mortally wounded
while recisting I'ederal arrest.

. 1%
I would like to
speciiic
stification data H

In connection with your other ingu i"y
point out that our Identification Divicion operates by
Congressional enactment and is a re\:csuory for ice
tr n.nm*ted to it by law enfcrcement & “ev‘uc The EI serves merely
as a custocdian of such catg, ard the record co ntzined thcrein are
considered to be the property of the age ey *‘mic':z transmits the
information. Coaseg L.e:mv, this B"reau hus no material available for
Gistribution relative o ¢lic J. Yrank Dalton yoi mentioned. You may
be interested ? gncwing that vﬁCYuluDvO‘w DEl20CCES re&,ort that
..c5.was killed at St. Jo.,:j....-, Xissouri, on

N

S ¥

ROON ANIOVIY-0,13:

April a,"'fg 2.

Jused is eome literature sl .o 23 our activities
I hope you will .. of inter e.;t

“m..,ere' ¥y ycurs,

Yot e ot —————

Enclosures (5)
EFT:jf. (3)

%3-—jagz,5
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Enc

The Story of the FBI
Know your...FBI N

Cooperation--The Backbone of Effective Law Enforcement
Fingerprints--The Infallible Means of Personal Identi fication
The FBI Laboratory

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent.
The information concerning the death of "Pretty Boy" Floyd was
taken from the notes in !'The FBI Story"” by Don Whitehead. The
information concerning the claim of J. Frank Dalton to be Jesse
James is contained in Bufile 62-26471. This file indicates that
Dalton filed a petition in January, 1850, in the State of Missouri
to change his name to Jesse Woodson James, claiming he was the

. real Jesse James, the notorious outlaw. This ‘case was dismissed

by a Missouri circuit court judge on the grounds that if Dalton was.

. James in the old days anc had never had his name legally changed,

". it was impossible to change his name back to the one he had already
had. The outlaw's son contested Dalton's action, charged that Dalton
sought publicity as a tourist attraction. The fingerprints of Jesse
James, with alias, J. Frzak Dalton, were submiited by the Lawton,

' Oklahoma, Police Depariment on 5-21-48. This fingerprint card
showed that Dalton wis born September 5, 1847, at Geliad, Texas. ,
. Encyclopedia references show that Jesse Woodson James was “
born at Centerville, (now Kearney) Missouri, in 1847, and that he

died at St. Joseph, Missouri, on April 3, 1882. :

»
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T p T B of Jnegy i

' ” g,ﬁ..@zpartmmtnf
: ' Room 11,03 .
_ 370 Lexington Avenue
RW:PS New York. Ne Y. . ] s
9256 .0 . T T e,
o December. 9, 19350

Director, ’ . _— E ' -
Federal Bureau of Investization, -
Us Se. Department of Justice,

Pennglvania Avenue at 9th St., K. W,

Viashington, De Ce

Re: UNKIIOF:’N!SUBJECTS
© JOHN D.dROCKEFELLER - Victin
Extortion

Dear Sir:

There are transmitted herewit
December 5, 1935, addressed to me by
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City.
Mre Johrr De Rockefeller, Jr. I am also enclosing
letters and e

0 original
opes'and photostatiec copies of same, which accom-

panied cotmmunication,
:'@_visgs that these letters were addressed to
¥re John De Rockefeller, Sr., at Ormond Beach, Florida, and same

were forwarded from there to the office of lre John De Rockef Jr. L
o % Yorke At the time of my telephone conversation with SRR ;
ﬂ concerning these letters, I advised him that they did not ap- ‘
pear To constitute a Federal violation within the jurisdiction of b"fﬁ/ _—

this Bureau.

The letters have been handled by numerous personse

e o

I will maintain contact with- for the purpose .
of ascertdning whether eny further letters are received, but no
ther action will be taken by the New York 0ffice in connection
particuler matter in the absence of instructions.

& L ours,
\ o e . Wo -
@C" o DEC yAU 3:"? « 'gpegglfgen‘t in Charge v
/ E?"z% (¢ JJN RECORDED & %7 "/‘ [MQ\’. ?ﬁ‘? ;5,/35 = Z—
. REGISTERED Ih&.IL’?{}) } : '/‘,539 rre no- -;uﬁb g'ggmg'ﬁ\;w 1.
\r{\\ P DEC l} P L. Y
b
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cc: Jacksonville (with encl.)




